Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
*Benediction
       L. Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you”
      P. Response: “And also with you.

      L: “Go now in peace”.

*Extinguishing of candles

*Postlude

Worship Service: We welcome you today December 25th Christmas Day! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

                 SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 ***********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 ***********************************************************
                                     From The Valleys E.C.C.:

We wish you and your family 

a very Blessed Merry Christmas 

and a safe, healthy
Happy New Year!
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    Christmas Day  

                            December 25, 2022

Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
December 25, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Christmas Day
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                               Susan Faust                                               
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                                    

L:  Christ is born: we give him glory!
P:  Christ has come down from heaven: we will receive him
L:  Christ is now on earth;
P:  we will exalt him!
L: Come, let us worship together.
      *Hymn -   “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”                    Page 133         

*Invocation  

A Christmas Litany of Faith, Confession & Assurance:

       (In Unison)
I Believe in Jesus Christ and the beauty of the gospel that began in Bethlehem.

I believe in him whose spirit glorified a little town

  Of whose coming only shepherds saw the sign

  And for whom the crowded inn could find no room.

I Believe in him whom the kings of the earth ignore

  And the proud could never understand,
  Whose paths were among the common people

  Whose welcome came from men of hungry hearts.
I believe in him who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible,
 Whose cradle was a mother’s arms,
 Whose home in Nazareth had love for its only wealth
 Who looked at men and made them see what his love saw in them,

         Who by his love brought sinners back to purity

         And lifted human weakness up to meet the strength of God

I Confess our everlasting need of God,

   The need of forgiveness for our greed and selfishness,

   The need of life for empty souls,

   The need of love for hearts grown cold.

I Am Assured of the glory of all that is like Christ,

   The steadfastness of friends,

   The blessedness of homes,

   The beauty of compassion,

   The miracle of many hearts made kind at Christmas,

   The Courage of those who dare to resist all passion, hate and war.

   That only by love expressed shall the earth at length be purified.

And I acknowledge in Christ

   A faith that sees beyond the partial fact,

   A trust in life redeemed that looks beyond our present evil;

And I pray that this redemption may begin in us.  

Hymn -                    “Birthday of a King”                       Page 162
Pastoral Pray and Lord’s Prayer: (sins/sinned)
 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response: “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”        Page 614 
Gospel Reading: 
            Luke 2:7-20       (Pg. 79 NT Pew Bible)
            Matthew 2:1-6   (Pg. 2   NT Pew Bible)

Meditation:              “Do You Hear What I Hear?”

Dedicatory Prayer

*Hymn Medley

    “Angels We Have Heard on High” Page 132

    “Good Christian Men, Rejoice”       Page 151

    “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”        Page 138
PRAYER REQUESTS*
*(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Ann Kopp, (Carol Knight’s friend, in need of prayer); *Susie Snyder; *Randy Byerly, (Home); *Caleb Welcomer, (Hershey Med. Center);  *Collin Welcomer; *Ed Berra; Pastor Kris Heckard; Ed Dobbin; Carol Knight; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Carl Miller; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Charlie & Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop; Bob Pottiger; Bonnie Lidle; Raymond Enders; Susan Lazor;  Kaiya Wilkens; Colton Faust; Sara Herb
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; *June Gelnett (Hospice Care) and Greg Gelnett (in hosp.); Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online  (No Sunday School)

Jan. 1, 2023 - New Year’s Day - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online  (No Sunday School)

Jan.    8 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
                  (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship), 
               Communion Servers: Leon Shaffer, Ann Hale

Jan. 15 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Annual Congregational Meeting & Covered Dish Meal will be held after Worship Service. (meat will be provided)
SCRIPTURE READERS:  Dec. 25 - Pastor Kris Heckard; Jan. 1, 2023 - Bridget Campbell; Jan. 8 - Scott Miller; Jan. 15 - Donna Novinger. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

 SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Dec. 25, 2022 and Jan. 1, 2023 - No Sunday School; Jan. 8 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Jan. 15 - Donna Novinger.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP SERVICE AND NEW YEAR’S DAY SERVICE will begin at 10:15AM. There is NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on Christmas Day or New Year’s Day.

CHRISTMAS CARDS: Cards sent to The Valleys congregation are displayed on the bulletin board. Please check for your cards on tables in sanctuary.  

ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Council President, Elders, Deacons.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sunday January 1, 2022​ for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 15, 2023.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on January 15, 2023 following 10:15AM Worship Service. A covered dish meal will be shared following the meeting (meat will be provided by the church). 

COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be held on Wednesday January 18, 2023. All newly elected Elders and Deacons please attend the meeting.
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday January 22, 2023 during Worship Service.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall (they will meet when no Dartball game is held at Valleys). 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to   $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS: We no longer have Giant Gift cards for sale.

 FOR SERMON NOTES: December 25, 2022
Sermon: “Do You Hear What I Hear?”  

Scripture: Luke 2:7-20 and Matthew 2:1-6
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                                                         Devotional for December 25, 2022

Invocation:
We come before you in awe, O God, freshly aware of your love embodied in the midst of this world.  There in the dirt and straw, amid the noise of the cattle you begin your work on this earth.  We welcome your coming to be among us in Jesus.  So now we praise you with songs of joy.  Glory be to you, O God, now and forever.  Amen.
Scripture and Meditation:

Luke 2:7-20, Matthew 2:1-6

“Do You Hear What I Hear?”


During the Christmas Season, you and I get to hear all kinds of carols and hymns.  We hear them so often and so much that it can be hard to pick out a favorite one.  They are all so beautiful in expressing coming closer to our Savior.  One of those Christmas Carols that I love is “Do You Hear What I Hear?”  It’s one that reminds me of my childhood.  I thought it was much older than me, but It’s not.  Actually, it was written in 1962 with lyrics by Noel Regney and music by Gloria Shane as a plea for peace.  I would have been ten years old.  


If you remember, 1962 was a scarry year.  I remember my mother, father, and grandmother sitting in the living room glued very close to the tv.  Our television set was an oblong square wooden box with a picture tube in it.  Black and white of course.  And there we were around this tv waiting intently to hear from our president about the Cuban missiles that were directed toward the United States.  I didn’t fully understand what was happening, but I knew it was serious.  It was a scary time for our Country.

Noel Regney had been invited by a recorder to write a Christian song, but he was hesitant to do so because of commercialism of Christmas.  But then these words came to his mind. and it was out of this fear that overshadowed our country that Regney wrote this Carol for a plea for peace.


“Do You Hear What I Hear?”  As we look over the verses, they begin “Do you see what I see?” “Do you hear what I hear?” “Do you know what I know?”  And then the last verse says, “Then listen to what the Lord has to say.”

Today the Lord invites us to come near and listen to what he has to say.   Do you hear in the simple Word of God the Good News of the angels?  “ . . . I am brining you great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”  Do you hear the voice of angels proclaiming Christ’s birth?  As we look around us today, it seems as if the only news that we get to see or read, or hear about, is bad news or news of disaster, news of people that are without jobs, news that people are sick and oppressed, news of people who are hungry, and without shelter.  News of wars.  News that the church is crumbling, and the list goes on and on.  That bad news is always here.  Do you hear it?  The fact is, we need to hear it!  How else will we be able to respond if we don’t listen for those cries for help?
God’s people are taking His light into the world.  Where there is disaster there are always people reaching out and helping one another.  Where there is sickness there are God’s angels of mercy working in hospital, and rehabs, and nursing homes to make people well.  Where there is hunger and homelessness churches and agencies are reaching out with food and a warm shelter for the night.  Where there are wars, we trust and believe that Christ reigns and we pray just as the Carol says, “Pray for peace people everywhere.”  We’ve been given a tall order to take the light of Christ into the world.  And that can be a bit challenging, but through prayer and His presence with us we can hear the sound of hope, peace, joy, and love resounding throughout all the earth.  Amen.
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:
Loving God, we thank you that you have come into our lives and that you act with saving power to make all things new.  We thank you for pouring out your life into the human form of Jesus and for the continual rebirth of Christ in our human hearts.  Touched by your Word made flesh, may the joy of Christmas never end, but continue through the ages until at last our reign of justice and peace is fully established on this earth.  We pray in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our father . . . Amen.

Benediction:
Go forth rejoicing in the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
